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Save the Date! The 39th Annual Educational Conference will be held April 4-5, 2023 at the Crete Carrier 

Riverview Lodge; which is located inside Eugene T. Mahoney State Park, in Ashland, Nebraska. The BOD 

has been hard at work planning a conference that meets your requests (thanks to those members who filled 

out the evaluation forms and had listed future topics they would like covered). We are looking forward to this 

year’s line up (and we hope you will too!), as we have a variety of classes and presentations for you to 

choose from, with some exceptional speakers! But before we get to the schedule, we need to address a few 

things. Due to the increasing fees associated with pretty much everything nowadays, we are raising our 

membership fees.  

 
 
 
 
 
Your membership fee (whether active, associate or student) will cover your attendance of the two-day 

conference and also entitles you to be a member of the NEIAI division for an entire calendar year! Lunches 

will be included on both days of the conference, and will again be catered by ChefauChef!  We will do our 

best to provide a variety of options (you are more than welcome to bring your own lunch and store it in the 

facilities coolers, if you feel so inclined or have special dietary needs). The BOD knows that keeping our 

membership fees low is one of the reasons our conferences are so successful and we promise to continue 

to provide the best training possible. 

 

 

NEIAI 39th Annual Conference Preview 

 

o Active/Associate Membership Fee = $75.00 

o Student Membership Fee = $50.00 

Registration for the 39th Annual Educational Conference is 

now OPEN! 

www.neiai.org 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freeclipart.pw/uploads/2017/06/save-the-date-red-text-marker-drawing-squiggle-around-words-clipart-5.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.freeclipart.pw/category/save-the-date-clipart&docid=zlq22Ck-lkPG_M&tbnid=BR2-iAkHg1IwwM:&vet=10ahUKEwizucOMwLzXAhVB5oMKHVegDJQQMwhOKBEwEQ..i&w=1300&h=1065&bih=688&biw=1157&q=save%20the%20date%20clip%20art%20free&ved=0ahUKEwizucOMwLzXAhVB5oMKHVegDJQQMwhOKBEwEQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.neiai.org/
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At this time, we have the following workshops and lectures planned: 

Tuesday, April 4, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 5, 2023 

 

 

Please plan on joining us Tuesday, April 4th, for the President’s Reception!  

The event will start immediately after the conclusion of the last lecture and will be held on-site. Dinner, 
drinks and deserts will be provided!! Join us for a night of networking and fun – you don’t want to miss it!  
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NEIAI 39th Annual Conference Preview 

 

 

There are several positions on the NEIAI Board of Directors that are open for election/re-election at the 

upcoming conference. Elections will be held during the business meeting on Wednesday, April 5th. All 

Board of Directors terms are held for two years. If you are interested in serving on the NEIAI Board of 

Directors, please reach out to one of us. The NEIAI is always looking for new members to join the Board 

of Directors! Visit our website (www.neiai.org) for more information on the position duties and 

requirements for running. 

Board positions up for election/re-election in 2023: 

o Vice President 

o Board Member at Large  

o Newsletter Editor 

 

           

The NEIAI photo contest is an opportunity for our members to show off 

their photography skills and have the chance to win a $25 gift card (one per category). If you are 

interested in entering the 2023 Photo Contest, refer to the NEIAI website (www.neiai.org) for official 

contest rules and entry form, or contact Sarah Zarnick at sarah.zarnick@nebraska.gov. We would love 

to see your photos!! The categories include:  

o Forensics/Crime Scene/Law Enforcement 

o Nature/Scenery 

o People 

o Animals 

 

http://www.neiai.org/
http://www.neiai.org/
mailto:sarah.zarnick@nebraska.gov
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Keynote Speaker 

Sheriff Terry Wagner (Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office) 

 

Terry Wagner was elected Sheriff of Lancaster County, Nebraska, in November, 1994, and re-elected 

unopposed in 1998, 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, and 2018. He is currently the 2nd longest serving Sheriff in 

the over 150-year long history of Lancaster County. As Lancaster County Sheriff, he is the administrator of 

the 8th largest law enforcement agency in Nebraska, consisting of 77 sworn deputies, 27 civilian 

personnel. 

 

Prior to his election as Sheriff, Wagner served as a deputy sheriff for 18 years with additional 

responsibilities as a Field Training Officer, Accident Reconstruction Specialist, Tactical Response Unit 

team leader, and attaining the rank of sergeant. Since his election, Sheriff Wagner has pursued 

professional excellence by accomplishing the following: 

o Graduate of the 183rd Session of the F.B.I. National Academy 

o Past President of the Nebraska Chapter of the F.B.I. National Academy Associates 

o Board of Directors - Lincoln/Lancaster County Child Advocacy Center 

o Former member of Police Standards Advisory Council (governing body of the Nebraska Law 

Enforcement Training Center) 

o Named Lincoln High School Distinguished Alumnus 

o Former Board of Directors - People's Choice Federal Credit Union 

o Past President of the Nebraska Sheriffs' Association 

o Graduate of the 54th Session of the F.B.I. Law Enforcement Executive Development Seminar 

(LEEDS)  

 

 

 

Meet the Presenters! 
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(Chelsea bombing incident. Westside- Mobile terrorist attack, Police homicides, Police involved shootings, 

murders, kidnappings, etc.). Recognized as a subject matter expert with investigative technology and 

facial recognition policy. In coordination with the Department of Justice, he helped develop a National 

Policy Template for the use of facial recognition in law enforcement. Joseph co-presented the finalized 

National Policy Template at the International Association Chiefs of Police (IACP) annual conference. He 

also communicated the NYPD’s policy on the “appropriate use” of other investigative technologies. 

 
Joseph is the founder and President of JCour-Consulting LLC., a law enforcement consultant firm for 

technology companies based out of New York City that specializes in command center investigations, 

facial recognition, and other investigative technology. Joseph also works with multiple technology 

companies and provides product testimonials, advises on product development, evaluates market 

readiness, assists sales team in describing the product to law enforcement, and generates realistic law 

enforcement leads. He also consulted multiple national and international police agencies with standing up 

Real Time Crime Centers (Suffolk County PD, New South Wales Police Force, South Australia Police, 

Victoria Police, Metropolitan Police-London, Hong Kong Police Force, New Zealand Police, German BKA 

and many others). Joseph’s experience in the RTCC and as a subject matter expert in facial recognition 

has been featured in the media with appearances in the Wall Street Journal, New York Post, New York 

Newsday, CBS New York News, and the Times Ledger. 

 
Joseph is a graduate of the Police Management Institute at Columbia University and holds a Bachelor’s 

degree in Criminal Justice. He is an active Crime Prevention Committee member, with the International 

Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), and an Active Security and Integrity Group committee member 

with the Biometric Institute. In addition, he holds certificates in Project Management, Forensic Face 

Examination, Financial Crime Investigations, and Internet Intelligence investigations. 

 

 

Facial Recognition 

Joseph Courtesis (Retired NYPD) 

 

Joseph Courtesis (New York, NY) retired after approximately 27 years 

of service from the New York City Police Department at the rank of 

Inspector. He is the former Commander of the 105th and 106th 

Precincts, the Central Investigations Division, and he finished his 

career as the Commanding Officer of the NYPD’s Real Time Crime 

Center. Joe assisted in hundreds of high-profile investigations  
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for 26 years and has served in multiple units within the CJIS Division including: the CJIS Fingerprint 

Identification Units, Database Corrections Unit, Temporary Duty Assignment at the Winter Olympics in Salt 

Lake City, UT, the Next Generation Identification Program Office, Online Services and Operations Unit, 

Global Identities Unit, and currently serves in the Biometric Identifications and Analysis Unit.   

 
Mr. Lester represents the FBI CJIS Division with the Repository for the Individuals of Special Concern 

(RISC) as the Subject Matter Expert.  He is the lead for the Identification Services Consultation Group for 

mobile biometrics and a member of the Identification Services Consultation Group for the contactless pilot.  

Mr. Lester retains certification with the National Crime Information Center.  He can be reached at 

smlester@fbi.gov.  

 

         
 

Drone Usage for Crime Scenes 

Matthew Maus & Ravi Singh (Nebraska State Patrol) 

 

Trooper Matthew Maus has been with the Nebraska State Patrol for 27 years and has spent 8 years as a 

crash reconstructionist. Trooper Maus is currently the sUAS Training Coordinator for the Nebraska State 

Patrol.  

Trooper Ravi Singh has been with the Nebraska State Patrol for 8 years and has spent 2 years as a crash 

reconstructionist. Trooper Singh is currently the sUAS Pilot Coordinator for the Nebraska State Patrol.  

 

 

Mobile AFIS 

Mark Lester (Federal Bureau of Investigation) 

 
Mark Lester is a Management and Program Analyst with the 

Biometric Identification and Analysis Unit (BIAU) of the FBI’s CJIS 

Division.  Mr. Lester graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Business 

Management from West Virginia University and had served in a 

variety of positions in business management in the private sector 

prior to accepting a position with the FBI. He has been with the FBI 

mailto:smlester@fbi.gov
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Evidence specializing in the defense of Law Enforcement throughout Section 1983 Civil Rights Violation 

lawsuits. Shelly has been in the legal field for over 20 years. The past 13 years have been dedicated to 

forensic based cases.  As well as working in the legal field, Shelly is a part-time Professor at CSU Long 

Beach, teaching the Crime Scene Investigations course. Shelly holds Bachelor of Science degrees in 

Business Management and Human Resources along with Associate of Art degrees in Forensic Evidence 

and Liberal Arts as well as a Certificate in Paralegal Studies. Shelly is an active member of the California 

Division of the International Association for Identification along with several legal associations. 

 

 

 

 

 

FARO Shooting Reconstruction 

Brenda Butler (FARO) 

 

Brenda Butler is a Manager, Field Applications & Engineer at FARO based in Lake Mary, Florida. Brenda 

received an Associate of Applied Science from Lakeland Community College, a Bachelor of Arts from  

Cleveland State University, and a Master of Arts from Tiffin University. 

 

 

Courtroom Testimony for the Forensic Science Professional 

Shelly Haight (TriTech Forensics) 

 

Shelly Haight is a Confidential Paralegal with a degree in Forensic  
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University of Arizona. As a member of the International Association for Identification, Eric is on the 

Editorial Board of the Journal for Forensic Identification and had chaired the Special Committee on Latent 

Print Probability Modeling. He is a member of the OSAC Friction Ridge Subcommittee developing 

standards for the latent print field. Eric has developed and presented lectures, workshops, and training 

classes on a number of latent print topics, especially on Reducing Erroneous Exclusions. In his spare 

time, he also co-hosts the Double Loop Podcast with over 200 episodes discussing fingerprint and 

forensic topics. 

            

 

 

receiving her Polygraph License in Nebraska in 2014. Sgt. Lundgren is a graduate of the Northwestern 

University School of Police Staff and Command, Class 486 (November 2020). Sgt. Lundgren served on 

the Crisis Negotiations Team for HDQs Troop area for 5 years, and was a prior member of the NSP 

Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Unit for the Nebraska panhandle area.  

 

 

Fingerprint Presentations 

Eric Ray (IDEMIA) 

 

Eric Ray began working as a Forensic Scientist in 2007 and is a 

Certified Latent Print Examiner. He joined IDEMIA as a Product 

Analyst in 2019 to develop training, gather customer feedback, 

and recommend product improvements. He earned a BS in 

Biochemistry and Molecular & Cellular Biology from the  

 

Cell Phone Photography 

Sgt. Stacie Lundgren (Nebraska State Patrol) 

 

Sgt. Lundgren has a B.F.A. in Graphic Design from the 

University of Nebraska-Kearney, (1994) which is where her 

interest in photography began. She obtained her certification 

as a Crime Scene Investigator from the IAI in 2011 and had 

combined her artistic photography skills with the analytical 

aspects of photographing crime scenes. Sgt. Lundgren has 

taught Basic Crime Scene Photography courses for the 

Nebraska State Patrol, as well as for smaller agencies across 

the state. She attended the Bakster School of Lie Detection,  
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For registration information (conference and workshops), schedule, and payment options, refer to the 

NEIAI website. 

www.neiai.org 

Please be sure to check the website often as important changes/updates to the schedule may occur as 

we are still actively in the planning phase. 

 

 

 

Jessica Brandon Homicide 

Jared Minary (Lincoln Police Department) 

 

Jared Minary has been employed with the Lincoln Police Department for 20 years. He began his 

career as a commissioned Lincoln police officer, taking calls for service and later working in LPD’s 

Community Services Unit. Eleven years ago, he was selected to the LPD’s on-call Crime Scene 

Investigations Unit and is an IAI certified CSI. Ten years ago, he applied to be LPD’s Audio Video 

Technician and received LEVA certification as a Forensic Video Technician in 2013. In this capacity, 

Jared has worked several high-profile cases, including the fatal Jasa House Explosion, and has 

assisted several outside Police and Fire departments with their video evidence needs. Jared has 

received numerous departmental commendations for his work, and was named LPD’s Civilian of the 

Year in 2011 and 2019. 

 

http://www.neiai.org/
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Harold Moon Scholarship 

Since 2004, the NEIAI has annually awarded a $500 scholarship 

to one active member for use towards the attendance of the annual  

International Association for Identification (IAI) Educational Conference. 

This scholarship is named for Harold W. Moon. Mr. Moon was one of the  

foremost document examiners in the Midwest and was instrumental in 

forming the Nebraska Chapter of the IAI (NEIAI). When the NEIAI was  

chartered on June 14, 1985, Mr. Moon served as the first elected  

president.  

 
Since the IAI conference provides exceptional training and great 

networking opportunities, and as a result of it being held in our sate, the NEIAI  

BOD decided to award five (5) Harold Moon Scholarships in 2022; with each individual receiving $500 to 

be used towards their attendance of the 2022 IAI conference in Omaha, Nebraska. The five (5) recipients of 

the 2022 Harold Moon Scholarship were: 

o Detective Ben McBride – Norfolk Police Department 

o Madi Schwenka – Federal Bureau of Investigation  

o Brandi Hayes – Federal Bureau of Investigation  

o Sergeant Chris Weber – Lincoln Police Department 

o Deputy Amy Lesan – Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 

 

In order to qualify for the 2023 Harold Moon Scholarship, you must:  

o Attend the 2023 IAI Annual Educational Conference August 20 - 26, 2023 at the Gaylord National 

Resort, National Harbor, Maryland www.theiai.org/conferece 

o Be an active member of the NEIAI in good standing; 

o Be a forensic practitioner (i.e., crime scene technician, forensic scientist, officer, etc.). 

o Complete an application form and provide an essay stating your personal and/or departmental 

training needs; 

o After attending the IAI conference, you must provide a written synopsis to the NEIAI Board of 

Directors in regards to the training you received, overall conference experience, etc. 

 

For more information and the application form, please visit www.neiai.org and click on the Harold Moon 

Scholarship link.    

 

 

 

 

http://www.theiai.org/conferece
http://www.neiai.org/
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NEIAI Board of  Directors The Nebraska Division of the International Association for 

Identification (NEIAI) is a non-profit organization for those 

professionals engaged in forensic identification, 

investigation, and scientific examination of physical 

evidence. In support of this goal, and in collaboration with 

our parent organization the International Association for 

Identification (IAI) the NEIAI has these goals: 

o To associate persons who are actively engaged in the 

profession of forensic identification, forensic 

investigation, forensic education, and the scientific 

examination of physical evidence in an organized body 

within the State of Nebraska, so that the profession in 

all of its branches may be standardized and effectively 

and scientifically practiced. 

o To encourage the advancement and improvement of 

the science of forensic identification and crime 

detection. 

o To keep its members apprised of the latest techniques 

and discoveries in crime scene detection. 

o To encourage research work in scientific crime 

detection. 

o To raise the standards of all personnel engaged in 

scientific crime detection. 

o To employ the collective wisdom of the profession to 

advance the scientific techniques of forensic 

identification and crime detection. 

o To provide training, education and publication in 

forensic science disciplines represented by the 

Nebraska Division of the International Association for 

Identification. 

o To work closely with the International Association for 

Identification, in furthering the profession of 

identification generally. 

President 

Josh Connelly 
Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
Joshua.connelly@douglascounty-ne.gov 
 

Vice President  

Chris Weber (interim) 
Lincoln Police Department 
Lpd1369@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Mariana Ward 
Nebraska State Patrol  
Mariana.Ward@nebraska.gov 
 

Board Members 

Cheri Ivers 
Nebraska State Patrol 
Cheri.Ivers@nebraska.gov 
 
Nina Anderson-Trumble (interim) 
Nebraska State Patrol 
Nina.AndersonTrumble@nebraska.gov 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Sarah Zarnick 
Nebraska State Patrol 
Sarah.Zarnick@nebraska.gov 
 

Historian 

Amy Lesan 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
alesan@lancaster.ne.gov 
 

Webmaster 

Shawn Scheffe 
Nebraska State Patrol 
Shawn.Scheffe@nebraska.gov 
 

Past President 

Robert Hurley 
Lincoln Police Department 
Lpd882@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov 

 

 

N.E.I.A.I. – PO Box 22060 – Lincoln, NE 68542 

www.neiai.org 

 

 

 

mailto:Joshua.connelly@douglascounty-ne.gov
mailto:Lpd1369@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov
mailto:Mariana.Ward@nebraska.gov
mailto:Cheri.Ivers@nebraska.gov
mailto:Nina.AndersonTrumble@nebraska.gov
mailto:Sarah.Zarnick@nebraska.gov
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